
Fou rth M eeting of the Chil dren and You ng People Working G roup

Frid ay, 21  Sept embe r 2007

Next meeting for the Children’s’ WG will be  held a t 10:30am , 5th Oct, Interp oint.

Member s present

Apologies:

Guest Speaker:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Update f or members

1

: Sorcha McKenna (c) , 

Anna Lo, 

Lindsay Conwa y, 

Sue Ramse y

Paddy Kelly, and Paula Bradshaw. 

Goretti Horg an

Start of meeting de layed until 11am to accomm odate o ne  mem ber.

- In respon se to the lack of attendance at the Wome n, Children & Young People

working group and the subsequently small membership of the sub groups Chris Sidoti 

decided to formally split the group into two separate working  groups each to com prise 

of ten members. This proposal was sent to the Forum members for approval with 

respon ses to be received by 26 th Sept.

- Rather than hold up the work of the working group Sorcha and Margaret agreed to 

precede on the basis of our existing sub groups  until a formal decis ion had been taken 

by the Forum.

- Forum members were also asked to nominate new members to the women and 

children wor king groups to e nsure ten me mbers in each.

- In discussions with the Secretar iat Sorcha strongly requested that any new members 

appointed to the Children’s WG have a strong commitment to the process as well as 
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to children’s rights in particu lar. In addition Sorcha  asked that new members both 

have a professional or voluntary background in childrens issues and a willingness to 

bring themsel ves quick ly up to speed on existing internat ional standards. Sorcha also 

pointed out the serious gender imbalance in the current membership and requested 

that forum members consider this when making nominations. These requests were to 

be expressed to the Forum and considered by the secretar iat etc when approving new 

members t o the WG.

- The Secreta riat advised Sorcha that as yet no human rights advisor has been 

appointed  to the children’s working group.  A number of suitable candidates  were 

suggested by the children’s sector and the secretariat was to fo llow up on this .

- Potential dates for the remain ing meetings are as follows;

Fri 5th Oct  10.30-12.30 Interpoint

Fri 19th  Oct 1-3pm Children’s Law Centre 

Fri 9th Nov 1-3pm Interpoint

Fri 23rd  Nov 10.30-12.30 Interpoint

It was suggested that the 23rd November be allocated as a full day meeting for the 

purposes of writing up the final document. An away day was proposed and Sorcha raised 

this with the Secretariat who were sympathetic to the particula r circumstances of both the 

Wome n and Children’s Working Groups . It was agreed that Sorcha would return to the 

Secretar iat with a p lan for an away day to include lunch (no overnight) . 

-  UU gave a presentation on the specific circumstances of children in 

NI with regard for the need for a BoR. (Power point presentation and paper to be 

circulated).

o

o

o

o
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- Goretti eng aged in discussion w ith members of the group aroun d a num ber of specif ic 

issues including poverty, access to personal and social services, education, mental 

health, and yo uth justice.

-  gave a brief oral presentation on his assigned topic of education. He 

highlighted gaps in the NIHRC base document as well as draw ing on existing  

international  and reg ional standards on access an d provision.  

- Lindsay’s recommendations will be ema iled to Sorcha by Tuesday for circulation to 

the rest of the WG.

- gave a brief presentation on her assigned topic of health including mental health 

which identif ied gaps in the 2001 NIHRC docume nt in particula r around provision of 

mental health serv ices and early intervent ion/prevention serv ices.

- Sue’s  recommendations will be emailed to Sorcha by Tuesday for circulation to the 

rest of the WG.

-  was unable to present on her assigned topic of migrant workers/asylum 

seekers/refuge es as she had no t received the emai l with mater ials. 

- Anna will review the materi al and emai l her recommen dations to Sorcha by Tuesday 

for circulat ion to the rest of the WG.

- briefly discussed the issue of sexual exploitation which h was not dealt with 

by the 2001 NIHRC document. Drawing from internat ional standards namely the 

UNCRC and Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prost itution and 

Pornograph y she suggested either to include the issue under a general protection  

provision or as a separate issue.

- Sorcha wi ll email her recommendations t o the rest of the WG  by Tuesday.

- Both and  were absent and so will be asked to email suggest ions to 

Sorcha by Tuesday for circulat ion. 
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1. Members to email sugg ested venues for away day to Sorcha.

2. Members to email recommen dations  as per assignment s to Sorcha by 5pm 

Tuesday 25th.

3. Sorcha to collate recommen dations and circulate to WG group members by 5pm 

Thursday 27th.

4. Members are asked to read recommendations  and highlight any further gaps or 

issues to be raised in advance of discussions to be held on 5th Oct where an 

attempt wil l be made to agre e on the draft  content of several prov isions. 

5. Sorcha to circulate relevant materia ls in respect of new assignments (see below) 

to all members by Friday 28th.

6. Members to prepare written response to new assignment, email to Sorcha by 4th

Oct and prepare to gi ve a br ief (5min) ora l presentation to the WG on Oct 5th. 

7. Sorcha to circulate Goretti’s presentation to WG members. 

Fri 5th Oct  10.30-12.30 Interpoint
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