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Bill o f Rights

CBCCYP began as part  of CFNI’s Supporting Transition Initiative. The 
Pro ject was designed to facilita te interaction between three youth groups 
with mixed backgrounds . The make up of the three  areas involved in this  
project offered a compl ete  spectrum of the pol itical/religious/ethnic 
geography  of N. Ireland and its border regions . For a diverse range of 
reasons , the se areas have been the  victims of the deepe r divisions within 
society. The need for this project arises from the ongoin g efforts in each 
of the se areas to overcome the  bar riers to wider social integration. It is 
hoped that this project will help  to foster an ethos of inclusiveness among 
the young peopl e of the participatin g areas.

A thumbna il pro file of the  three areas should help give a sense of 
the project’s direction and remit in bringing young people  together and 
creat ing opport unities  to build broader relations hips beyond narrow and 
stereotyped prejudices. 

: medium sized bord er town (Co. Tyrone, NI), rura l hinterland, 
republican/na tionalist/Catholic, high levels of depr ivation, conf lict -
related issues  e.g. ex-prisoners , ex-combata nts, v ictims etc.

: small area of medium sized town (Bally mena, Co. Ant rim), 
rural hinterland,  loyalist/unionist/Protestant, high levels of depri vation , 
conf lict -related issues e.g. ex-prisoners , ex-combatants, victims etc., 
unr esolved inter face/inte rcommunity/sectarian te nsions.

: small border  town (Co. Done gal RoI), rura l 
hinterla nd, political ly and religiousl y mixed, latent inte rcommunity 
tension, traditionally suffered high levels of deprivation and isolation, 
cur rently undergo ing the  first developmen t phase  in decades .

         The Newtowncunn ingham Youth Forum was formed in 2005 in an 
attempt  to create a focus point for 15-18 year olds  in the 
Newtowncu nningham area. It has operate d as an adjunct of the 
Newtowncu nningham Community Development  Initiative.
         The Strabane youth group was drawn from three parts of Strabane: 
Lisnafin, Bal lycolman, and  Carlton Drive. All  these areas participat e in 
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an umbrella  group called the Melmount  Community  Forum which loo ks 
after  their collecti ve interests.
         The Harryville youth group came from a youth club established 
under the ausp ices of the local community development  group, the 
Harryville Partnership In itiative.

Six young  people and two youth leaders  from each  area met for two 
residential  weekends to discuss the Bill of Rights and what it might mean 
for them and for society as a whole. Without any previous training or 
prompt ing from adul ts, and without the use  of books or the inte rnet or any  
other resources, the young people first iden tified what  rights they knew 
about and could agree were import ant:

1. Right to be part of a co mmunity
2. Right to be accepted in any co mmunity
3. Right to life
4. Freed om from poverty
5. Right to  a cle an env ironment
6. Freed om from torture
7. Freedom from harassment at work
8. Equality before  the law
9. Right to be heard/express yourself
10.Right to live in peace
11.Right to education
12.Right to apprec iate life
13.Right to identity and cul ture
14.Right to safety
15.Right to truth
16.Right to vote (at 16)
17.Right to protest
18.Right to a private li fe
19.Right to practice religion
20.Right to move freely
21.Right to live wher e you li ke
22.Right to a fair wage
23.Right to marry
24.Right to a fair chance
25.Right to healthy li ving
26.Right to access health treatment
27.Right to sexual  orientation of choice
28.Right to a house
29.Right to clean water
30.Right to know m y rights



Othe r rights identified durin g the cours e of this discussion proved to be 
controv ersial  and engendere d differing levels of debate . The following 
list  gives these  issues in ord er from th e most  controversial to the least.

A. Right to choose (a bortion)
B. Right to euthanasia
C. Flags  and mar ches  to express rel igious/ political belief
D. Should you ng people  be allowed  to leave school  so young?
E. Right to marry at  any age
F. Right to gamble
G. Right to march
H. Right to fly a fl ag
I. Right to 12th July and 11 th night
J. Right to Republican co mmemorat ions

Followin g these discussions, a  process began to identify and prior itise six 
rights which should be inst ituted or underpinned in the Bill of Rights 
because they represented the de eper values  of Northern Irish society. The 
six rights  they chose  were:

The right to life
The right to practice rel igion freely and without fear of 
discriminat ion
The right to live in a peac eful  and safe environment
The right to  live heal thy lives 
The right to ed ucation
The right to be treated equa lly, including equal ity before the la w.

On the issue of the Preamble to the Bill of Rights, the young  people felt 
that the “right to a fair chance” expressed and summed up what the Bill 
was about . The type of words they felt should be used in the Preamble 
were : hel p for everyone; interdepen den ce; equality; inclu sion; and, 
tolerance .

On the issue of implementation, it was agreed that because there were 
already differing levels of protection for certain rights or categories of 
rights, that a mixture of enforcin g and imple menting bodies woul d be the 
best way to get result s. These included: special courts  and judges, 
specialised sol icitors/panels of spec ialised sol icitor s, pol itical sub-groups 
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and forums, pol ice/specialised pol ice unit, Bill  of Rights  ministry, 
independ ent commissions, a r ights legal a id fund.

The young people also felt that full implementat ion would require 
an awareness raising strategy involving newspapers , TV, radio, internet 
and other  media. They suggested that the Bill of Rights shoul d be 
celebrated in adverts, be promoted by celebrity rights  ambassadors , 
community and youth  rights ambassadors , and should  be made pa rt of the 
NI schools cur riculum.

There was also a suggestion that agencies who do implement  the 
Bill of Rights  should someho w be “na med and sha med”.

Othe r written comment s from the  various workshops are list ed below:

Why do you wan t our opinion on t he Bill  of Rights?
If one per son has the right ever yone should have  it.
Why are  there  rights?
What  are the  boundaries on a ri ght?
All rights are impor tant.
If the homel ess have rights  how come t hey need an add ress to get a 
job?
Why has it take n so long to set  up a Bill of  Rights?
Should everyone  have the same  rights?
Is the re a dif ferent  Bill  of Rights in each country?
Will it rea lly  make a d ifference ?
What rights do we need that we don’t have ?
We should h ave the right to vote at  16 because more laws affect us 
then.
Should those who k ill othe rs st ill get  the same r ights?
Should asylum seekers or immigrant s get so many ben efits when 
people here live on the  streets?
What  are your ri ghts as a pers on?
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