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1. Introducti on

the right 
to an a dequate  spa ce in which to live.

2. Context and Backgr ound

Carrowshee Par k & Sylvan Hill Co mmun ity Development  Association
was formed in 2000 and sits on the edge of Lisnaskea in Co. 
Fermana gh. Its aim is to enhance the quali ty of life of residents  in the
area. CPSHCDA has neither  premises nor  employ ees, it is entirel y 
voluntary and to date has  been one of the most successful community 
associations in Fer managh, if not  in Northern Ire land . 

CPSHCDA is one  of CFNI’s Bill of Rights Training and Suppo rt 
Groups . The group has undertaken ri ghts tra ining and attende d a series 
of conf erences  and  events  as part of its project. 

CPSHCDA has chosen a single the me for its submission: 
This propos ed right comb ines

aspects of the right to private and to family life, the right to work and 
the right to an adequate standard of living. Because of the particular 
circumstance s of Nort hern Ireland the group  will make a 
recommend ation concernin g how this gap in rights provision might be 
bridged.

The authors of the Bill  of Rights  for Northern Ireland will 
undoubtedly understand both the need to entrench fundamental  
rights  while at the same time allowin g flexibility so that rights can 
be moder nised in terms of their relevance and applicability. The 
same is true of commun ity life and the  infrastructure that supports 
it. 

Syl van Hill  was built in 1962  and was wholl y adequate to 
meet the needs of the  community at  that time. Many peopl e worked 
in near by factories such as Sir Richard Arkwright and Adria or the 
Cheese factor y. However, by 1998  these bus inesses had shut down 
resulting in a local employment crisis. The people of the area 
responded by finding oth er sources of emplo yment, often  quite  far 
from their home s and less well  pa id than previousl y. Becau se ther e 



is no effective local  transpor t infrastructure, the numbe r of cars 
require d by families increased suddenly. Because Sylvan Hill was 
planned and built as a nar row cul-de-sac in an era when car 
ownership was much less, there is simply not enough  space for 
parkin g and so double or triple parked  lines  of cars have become 
common. The community found itself in a position were its socio-
economic  well -being was be ing compromised as a result  of out-
dated planning, among other  things. The emergency services also 
expre ssed in wr iting the ir concer ns regarding acces s to CPSHC DA.

CPSHCDA react ed by attempt ing to solve the problem. A 
small  green area  was iden tified as suitable for additiona l parking 
space  and was check ed to ensure no cables or pipes bisected it. If 
this could be done, it would also free up a small number of private 
garages which had bec ome un-usable because the y opened onto the 
road where  the volu me of parking blocke d access. 

CPSHCDA then approached t he statutory bodies : the Roads 
Service and the Hous ing Execut ive. Because  the re is now more 
than 50% ho me ownership in t he estate, the Hous ing Execu tive has 
no s tatutory obligat ion  but did give a verbal  commitment to enter a 
partnership ar rangement.  The Road  Ser vice d rew up  a site pla n but 
could  not fund the job which they costed at up to £20,000. 

Having spoken t o senior management  in the st atutory  bodies , 
CPSHCDA came away with the followin g information :

This is a common problem, there are 3-4 similar 
reque sts made each year from various sources, 
incl uding MLAs, who  perceive the Roads Service to 
be the appropriat e agency to take act ion .
Often  out-dated planning and a  general  increase in the 
number of road -users have  exacerbate d to the 
problem.
No single statutory body  is clearly iden tifiable  as 
responsible for fixing th is problem: it is a statutory 
grey area where se rvices do not “joi n up”.
Funding could, in some cases , fix the problem so l ong 
as it is ring-fenced. The Road Service’s budget is 
already over -stre tched.
The way the Road Service priorit ise is by measuring 
the flow and movement of traffic and facilitating it -
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cul-de-sac blockages tend to be overlooked unless 
they l ead to cong estion.
The Road  Ser vice and  other statutory  bodies have no 
way of measuring the  impact of this problem on the 
socio-econom ic life of local communities .
All statutory bodies are obli ged to act  in accordance
with cur rent rights legislation and to take accou nt of 
the rights of individual s and communit ies; however ,
they have no way of judging when t he simple issue of 
space  to live becomes a rights  issue.
This issue is often confused with the more trivial
complain t from those who find that occasiona lly they 
can’t park at their own door  – there is no such right 
where public roads  are concerned.  The issue 
CPSHCDA is flagging up is about the  socio-economic 
strangul ation of a co mmunity.

In conclusion,  while we real ise that  th is might  be a problem that 
cannot always  be fixed, we strongly recommend  that where space is 
available and  its management  can make a clear difference  to the lives of 
people  in the affected communities, ther e should  be a rights-based 
respons e from statutory bod ies as deemed appr opriate . In shor t we 
suggest that they develop a “rights-ometer” to assess when alloc ation of 
resources is required  so as to comply with their duties unde r rights 
legislat ion or government  commitment. This appr oach might also help to 
encourage a  more “joined up ” service prov ision on a n inte r-agency bas is, 
designed to listen to the united voice of a local community and assess 
their needs from a socio-econom ic rights-based point  of view. Th is would  
most likely require  ring-fenced funding to accommodate  the “right to an 
adequate space  in which to live”  shou ld this issue ar ise.

Anoth er issue which has arisen as an aspect of CPSHCDA’s propos ed 
“right to an adeq uate space in which to li ve” is that  of speed ramps in the 
residential  area of Carrowshee Park. This is an issue that the Roads 
Service is responsible for. However, once again, fund ing cons tra ints and 
the applicat ion of certain criter ia have meant that anti-speed ramps will 
not be  put  in Carrowshee Park. Currently, in order for an ar ea to get anti-
speed ramps, the Roads  Service must monitor  traffic volume and speed 
and take accou nt of acc iden ts and fa talities. 
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5. Carrowshee Park Anti -Speed Ramps



CPSHCDA prop ose that peace of mind for parents and safety for 
childr en should be seen as a right and included in the definition of an 
adequate space to live.

CPSHCDA would  also like to propose that children ha ve a r ight to 
pla y and that this should be include d in the definition of an adequate 
space to live. This coul d be implement ed as play parks or Multi-Use 
Games Areas or other similar spaces. Again, this would  require ring-
fenced funds  and  recognit ion from statutory agencies that  this right is 
serviceabl e in acco rdance with any provision made in the Bill of 
Rights.

1. Primary educat ion : St Eugene’s Knocks  Primary Scho ol is under  
threat of closu re. It has appr oximately 92  children and 2 t eachers . The 
rural bus service to the school is also under  threat. A rights-based 
approach relating to future education provision should be included in 
the  Bill  of Rights.

2. Second ary school transport: the secondary school buses into 
Enniskillen are routinely  crowde d beyond what is safe. Children’s 
right t o safety should be paramount .

3. Anothe r issue concerns the fact  that the government  discriminate 
against  children who do not choose the integrated school. Transport 
fees beyond 3 miles are paid for integrated school childr en but not  for 
others. This  should be de alt with as an equal ity issue.

4. Vehicle trade plates  from N.Ireland  and RoI, unlike the tax discs they 
are suppose d to represent, are not valid in the neighbourin g 
jur isdiction once they cross the  border. One local company was 
clamped and fined for moving a vehicle from Cavan to Done gal 
through Fermanagh. This technicality  has the potential  to create 
serious difficul ties for cert ain trades and businesses in the  border 
counties in part icular.

5. University: Students are pay ing fees and incur ring debts  and there are 
conce rns about this and whet her they are getting value for money. A 
Bill of rights should include the right to free education. Increased 
educationa l attainment  has been the bedrock of social  progress for 

6. Childre n
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centuries and since managing soc ial progress is the concern of 
government the y have a vested interest in grant ing the  right to free 
education.

6. Hous ing: the  right to affordable housing for young people and young 
families. There  is a problem of NIHE prope rty availab ility. An 
afford able  hous ing scheme should be negot iated with all stakeholders  
and made a rights issue.

7. Policin g: the local command  covers a 30 mile radius and has one 
squa d ca r after dar k. Local  issues include  anti-social behaviour, ill egal 
dump ing, und erage drink ing etc. The right  to safety and  security 
should be b olstered in th e Bill  of Rights  and receive real re sources.

8. Postscript

CPSHCDA would like to thank the CFNI Training and Suppo rt 
Programme for the opportuni ty to participate in the Bill of Rights 
Consultation and wish the  Forum, the NIHRC, the Consortium and 
associated  bodies every succe ss in furnishing Northern Ireland with a 
Bill of Righ ts.
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