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Introducti on:

The Villages Together is a rurally bas ed community support  
organ isati on bas ed in Bready,  betw een Straba ne and Londo nderry.  The 
group  support s over 20  community and voluntary group s in the  area,  
delivering a variety of projects and prog ramm es throu ghout thi s diverse  
rural are a.
The group is intere sted in pre servin g thi s rural  comm unity and its  
people whilst also providi ng opp ortunit ies for local people to engage 
and lear n from the  wider community in the Straba ne district and  
beyond.
As part of the Bill of Rights proc ess The Villages Together completed a 
community audit with a rights ba sed focus.  Most re sponde nts indicated  
a need  for greater  acces s to services in the  rural area, covering  a wide  
range  of social, economic and cultural  issue s.
The commun ity audit  asked  people to cons ider  what  they cons idered  to  
be the most importa nt Rights to be includ ed in th e Norther n Ireland Bill 
of Right s, the re sults found th at the following two rights were  
consid ered th e most impo rtant by a major ity or r esp onde nts to the  
survey –

1. The Right to  Life
2. Equality

As part of the sub mission proc ess local supp ort worker s were also 
interview ed for a detailed insight into the issues and needs as they saw 
them in  this  are a.
The following docume nt reflects the infor mation from both the audit  
and the  intervie ws.
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1. Children and Young People

1.1 What are your  issue s/ne eds in rel ation to childre n and youn g 
people ?

Ther e should be  greater  comm itment  at statutory level to  pr ovide 
greater acces s to service s.  No informati on reache s our rural area s 
about avail ability to  mental  health  support  structur es, youth 
provisi on, health and wellbei ng or to advice and coun sellin g 
availability.  A joined up approach from all key player s is ur gently 
required.

  
1.2 What is particular about the Northern Ireland context in 

relation  to children  and  youn g people ?

In this local area th ere are many issue s affecting young males in 
particular.  This includ es be ing able to access empl oyment and 
employme nt in an ar ea where they are pe rceived to be from the 
“other” reli gion. They ar e excluded  from acces sing gre ater and more 
varied social  activities,  as  it is uns afe for them  to  socialise in certai n 
are as.  There is a pervadin g sen se amongst youn g male s that they are 
continued  victims  of sectaria n abu se which  leave s them  open to 
abuse by pa ramilitar ies and th ose  pertai ning  to come from the se 
organ isati ons.  
Young people are inclined to stay more in thei r own are as and not 
venture int o unknown territ ory in  the urb an centres.  

1.3 What are the barriers to protectin g the rights of children and 
young peo ple?

Greater gover nment re source comm itment is required if rur al area s 
are to  receive  the  vital infra structu re  it requ ires.  Lack of commitm ent 
from the variou s depart ments involved nee ds to be addres sed and 
greater attentio n paid to the cruci al rol e played  by community 
group s and facilitie s in providi ng much needed activities for youn g 
people.
Disinte rest in multi agency approache s to deal with the myriad of 
problem s facing young  people also needs  to  be addre ssed by a sea 
change  in oper ating  policy.
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1.4 What right s do you thin k are  needed  in this  area ?

Rights of young people not to be mistr eated by adults , particul arly 
with re gard  to para military activity .
Rights  of young  people t o be protected fr om drug s and alcohol.
Rights  to an appr opriate  educati on and  traini ng syste m.
Rights  to acces s  appr opriate  healthca re p rovisi on.

2.1 What are y our i ssues /nee ds  in relatio n to  wome n?

Equality of o pportu nity  has bee n identified  as the  main  issue.

2.2 What is particular about the Norther n Irelan d context in 
relation  to women ?

Women are still treated as sub ordin ate bein gs, this is reflected in the 
numbers of women in top level pol itical structure s, civil service 
departme nts, statutory bod ies and bu sine sses thr ough out Norther n 
Ireland.

2.3 What are th e barr iers  to protecti ng th e rights  of women ?

Consultatio n in this  community i ndicate s that  wome n the mselve s lack in 
capacity to participat e in a fuller level within NI society.   This is 
reflected within political structure s which are not welcoming to women,  
beyond this it is still difficult for women to play an active role in 
busine ss or at t op level s in any bodi es  in th is country .

2.4 What ri ghts  do you think  are  needed in thi s area?

The ri ghts  of women  to equality in  all asp ects of life.
The right to  acces s supp ort and tr ainin g to  enable women to 
play a fuller  role  in the d evelop ment of this country.

•

•
•
•

•
•

2. Women
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3. Economic and social rights, including relevant equality issues

5.1 What are your issu es/need s in th e social  and  econom ic sphere s 
including  hou sing, health, education,  employment,  social security, 
environm ent?

Lack of equality , particularly with lower levels of access ibility in all 
sphere s of economic and social  rights.
The lack of rural pro ofing at policy and strategy level  ha s a negative 
impact upo n rural ar eas . More supp ort is req uired to help redr ess 
this imb alance.

5.2 What is particul ar about the Northern Irelan d context  in relatio n 
to social and  economic issue s?

Urban centres have had a loud er voice but rural area s are ur gently 
facing sust ainability issue s, particularly  as dem ograp hics chan ge 
within rural commu nities.   Traditi onal  empl oyment pattern s are 
changin g and the need s of rural communiti es are growing more 
complex.  Social and economic issue s need greater atte ntion if rural 
communiti es  are to retain th eir indigenou s popul ation s in a post 
conflict s ociety .  

5.3 What are the barriers to protectin g rights in the econom ic and 
social  sphere s?

Politically Northern Ireland still ha s some way to go before it is in a 
positi on to look after  the need s of rural  communitie s and  protect  the 
needs of people that live the re. Party political game s nee d to end 
with a focus on real political issu es that  affect rural commu nities.  A   
voice for  all ru ral commun ities  is requir ed which  the relevant 
departme nts will listen too,  RCN and RDC pr ovide excelle nt supp ort 
structures  but m ore  political  weight need s to be given to  rural  issue s.

5.4 What ri ghts  do you think  are  needed in thi s area?

The ri ght to  equal  access to ALL services.
Rural pr oofing required  when ALL policy deci sions  are  mad e.

•
•
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In particular equal acce ss to the following –

Trans port
Health
Housing
Employment
Benefits

6.1 What are your issues /nee ds in relati on to culture, identity and 
langua ge?

There is still discrimi natio n in minority ar eas wher e expre ssion of 
culture and identity are not freely expre ssed.  Areas which have 
stron g Oran ge or Ulster Scots identity are discrimin ated against in 
many rural commu nitie s where they are in a minor ity.  Additionally 
Prote stant s, esp ecially the young ar e not given much rea son to feel 
proud of the ir identity, never  mind bei ng able t o expres s it.  
A progr amme need s to be intr oduced to encou rage young peopl e to 
feel pro ud of their  identity and  culture.

6.2 What is particul ar about the Northern Irelan d context in relatio n 
to culture, i dentity a nd la nguage?

Language is heavily politici sed in Nort her n Ireland and is ofte n used 
as a tool to alienate th e “other” culture.   This politici sati on pr ocess 
needs to be addr essed in order that further marg inali satio n doe s not 
occur.  
The Protesta nt comm unity in Norther n Irel and is unde r pre ssure to 
maintain  positivity in the face of th e new future and supp ort is 
required t o enable f orward ch ange.

6.3 What are the barriers in rel ation to pr otectio n of rights r elevant 
to culture, i dentity a nd la nguage?

A disen gaged Prote stant community needs more supp ort, the re are 
very real barrier s to participati on as thi s secti on of the community 

4. Culture and identity and language
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needs  to be kept on boar d.  At pre sent many Prote stant s rem ove 
themselve s from discus sions which they perceive to  be an attack on 
Prote stant cultur e and id entity.
What right s do you thin k are  needed  in this  area ?

Equality of right to a culture  and identity which is not open to  
dilution and  deri sion.

7.1 What are your issues /nee ds in relati on to civil and political 
rights, includi ng right to life, freed om from seri ous ill treatm ent, 
right to liberty, fair tri al right s, right to re spect for private and family 
life, freedom of association, free dom of expres sion, freed om of 
thought, consci ence and reli gion, right to marry  and found a family, 
freedom  from discrimin ation ?

Equality is esse ntial.  There is a new generati on of youn g peo ple 
growing up in thi s commun ity who feel disencha nted and 
discrimi nated against in a community of a Catholic majority.  A young 
Prote stant from this ru ral community visitin g Strab ane or 
London derry cannot feel safe wearing a particular football shirt for 
fear of  retributio n; the same is tru e for  school unifor ms.
Young Prote stant people continu e to leave thi s are a as soon as they 
can as they see no equal ity or freedo m of expre ssion for their 
community.
Someth ing need s to  be done to ste m the flow of people away from 
this ar ea beca use  of thi s lack of freed om of expres sion and 
prevalence of discrimi natio n. 

7.2 What is particul ar about the Northern Irelan d context in relatio n 
to the se issu es?

The existence  of so much  discrimin ation  in such a small country 
mean s that problem s seem magnified and peopl e have an obses sion 
with the  successes of the perc eived other.  
7.3 What are the  barri ers  to protecti ng th ese  civil and political 
rights?

•

5. Civil and Political Rights including relevant equality issues
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Past history does not bod e well for the futur e with many peo ple 
telling conflictin g stor ies and conflictin g hist orie s.  In som e area s 
storie s are not being hear d which mea ns that there is reduced hope 
for a fair a nd equitable futur e.   
Civil rights are still seen as somethin g which belon g to the 
Nationali st community with  many Prote stant commu nities  not even 
feeling th at they ca n be  part  of a rights  base d pr ocess,

7.4 What further r ights,  in additio n to  tho se listed above in 7.1, do 
you think  are  needed  in thi s area ?

Some positive discrim inati on is requi red so th at rural  Protesta nts in 
particular feel that they too have owner ship of the Bill of Rights as it 
moves  into  the futur e.
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